[The debate in Italy and in Europe about the adoption of pneumococcal vaccine in children].
Since the introduction of the conjugate vaccine PnC-7, for the prevention of invasive pneumococcal infections for at-risk children, a controversy has arisen about the need for a universal vaccination under the age of two years. This article reviews the pathogenesis and the changing epidemiological pattern of pneumococcal diseases, the emergence of drug resistant S. pneumoniae and the costs and benefits of vaccination. Furthermore, the recommendations of various European countries and an up to date of the Italian ones are illustrated. It concludes with the public health perspective on the adoption of this pneumococcal vaccine and future recommendations for vaccination.